
The Sîan Bradwell Fund 
For Children With Cancer 

Montreal Children’s Hospital 



Established formally in 1990 in remembrance of 
Sîan who lost her battle with cancer in 1986, at the 
age of 17 months. 

 

The main purpose of the Fund is to purchase the 
most urgently-needed medical equipment for the 
diagnosis and treatment of childhood cancers. 



Sîan – December, 1984 (age:  3 months) 



Sîan – February, 1985 (age 5 months) 



Sîan (pronounced "SHAHN", hers is a Welsh 
Gaelic name) was diagnosed on May 1st, 1985 as 
having a rare form of cancer called 'primitive 
neuroectodermal tumour' (PNET) in her liver, spine 
and foot.   
 
Doctors thought the cancer had started in her 
pancreas and spread through her bloodstream.  The 
first visible sign was a lump on her foot, which had 
appeared literally overnight.   
 
She was treated with chemotherapy and radiation at 
the Montreal Children's Hospital and  Montreal 
General Hospital 



Sîan and Ken – May, 1985 

… after the first chemotherapy treatment. 



June 2nd, 1985 
The day before surgery to implant a medical port in her 
shoulder, so she could receive chemotherapy drugs 
without the doctors having to insert needles in her tiny 
veins. 



Ken, Sîan, Sharon – August, 1985 



September, 1985 
Sîan with her grandmother 
Annie and Ken 

October 1st, 1985 
 … still smiling  after 
chemotherapy and 
radiation treatment… 



Sîan responded well for a short time, but 
when it was evident that the drugs were not 
working any more, she underwent radical 
abdominal surgery in mid-October of 1985, 
followed by an intensive course of radiation 
treatment.   

Christmas, 1985 



On Christmas Day, 1985, doctors found that tumours had 
re-appeared in her legs, jaw and elsewhere.  Sîan underwent 
radiation treatment again, and since the regular 
chemotherapy “protocol” did not work, she was treated with 
experimental drugs. 
 
They did not work, either, and on March 15th, 1986 Sîan 
passed away.  She was 17 months old. 



 
 
 
 
 

The Sîan Bradwell Fund 
For Children With Cancer 
 - was started in 1986, shortly after Sîan’s death, but 
was established formally on October 3rd, 1990 – the 
sixth anniversary of her birth. 



The principle aims are: 
To raise funds for the most urgently-needed medical 
equipment to treat children with this terrible disease. 

To give doctors the best available equipment for early 
diagnosis of childhood cancers, leading to improved 
survival rates … which means children can stop being 
patients and return to just  being children again. 

To raise awareness of childhood cancer.  Most people 
think of cancer as an adult disease, but children as 
young as 2 months old have been diagnosed. 

 



The Sian Bradwell Fund 
 

• was federally incorporated in 2000 and re-certified as a not-for-profit 
organisation in 2014 

• has an Advisory Board, all of whom are long-term volunteers 

• is run entirely by volunteers, whose only payment is the personal 
satisfaction of knowing that they are making a difference in the lives 
of children – some only a few months old  

• has raised and donated over $1,300,000 to the hospital since 1986 

• through the hospital, provides income tax receipts for all monetary 
donations, 100% of which go to medical equipment 

• has a component which provides for immediate Oncology needs as 
well as an endowment component, established in 2007, to provide 
funding for medical equipment in perpetuity 

 



Sources of funds: 
 

• Donations collected year-round 

• Sports events (softball tournaments, basketball games, golf 
tournaments) 

• Recreational fundraisers (family bowling days with celebrity guests, 
trivia quizzes, etc.) 

• Refreshment sales at tournaments 

• Sale of advertising space in annual book 

• Auction of sports memorabilia and prizes  

• Other events organised by volunteers (e.g.  Sale of artwork, Live 
Band backyard party, sale of sheets and pillows, hair “cut-a-thons”, 
jeans and clothing sales, etc.) and friends (Becket Players shows) 

 



Kirkland and Pierrefonds 

About 300 adults from Quebec and Ontario participate in the softball 
tournament, and many more are spectators at the games or volunteer their 
time as umpires, cashiers, cooks and bartenders. 

Sîan Bradwell Softball Tournament 



Some 1000 youngsters aged 6 to 19 years play in the West Island Lakers 
Basketball Association.  The weekend is highlighted by 3-on-3 games, “Shoot 
For Sian” skills competition or Knock Out, All-Star games and a Celebrity 
Game involving professional athletes and celebrity guests. 

Sîan Bradwell-West Island Lakers All-Star Weekend 



Silent auction of donated products 

Volunteers collect prizes from companies willing to donate their 
products and services, and a silent auction is held during the All-
Star basketball weekend, the softball tournament and the family 
bowling day. 



Funds raised go towards purchasing medical equipment for diagnosis 
and treatment.  Items purchased in the past include: 
•Diagnostic microscope  Cost:  $55,000 

•Alphamaquet operating table  Cost:  $90,000 

• Ultrasonic aspirator (Cavitron)  Cost:  $135,000 

• Physiological monitors   Cost:  $25,000 each 

• Pain control medication pumps    Cost:  $5,000 each 

• Intravenous infusion pumps    Cost:  $5,000 each 

• Cell counter  Cost:  $115,000  

• Haematology Cytospin Centrifuge      Cost:  $13,000

• Operating tables  Cost:  $50,000 each 

• Wheelchairs, wigs, gel mattresses, infant and teen weighing scales, etc.

Where the funds go: 



Infant weighing scale 
Cost  (1986):  $1,500 

The weight of each infant must be measured very accurately in order to 
administer the proper chemotherapy dosages.  As a result, weighing 
scales must be manufactured to a high degree of precision. 



Diagnostic microscope for 

Pathology Cost  (2020):  $55,000 

The recently-purchased diagnostic microscope helps Pathologists make 
the final diagnosis through examining cells from patients.  They then  
advise the doctors if the patient has a cancer, what type of cancer it may 
be, the kind of treatment that the cancer responds to, and so on. 



• Participate in our events and invite your family! 

• Volunteer your time.  We need organisers, cooks, bartenders, 
cashiers, photographers … a few hours of your time means a lot 
to us.  

• Make a donation.  This can be done at any time and income tax 
receipts are sent within a few minutes for online donations. 

• Collect or donate a prize for the auction 

• Purchase advertising space in our annual booklet. Invoices are 
provided as proof of advertising expense for tax purposes. 

• Organise a fundraiser … it’s fun and brings your team and 
friends together!  We love sports, and can help with promotional 
material for your event. 

How can you help? 



On behalf of the children … 

… and their families 
… we thank you for supporting our efforts. 



For further details, please visit our web site: 

www.sianbradwell.com 
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